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From Court and Press Records, With a Foreword by James D. Phelan | have followed closely the history of
English-Irish relations, and | have always believed that a statement of facts is more eloquent than the
expression of opinion. The Irish, an ancient race, enjoyed a civilization and disseminated learning before the
invasion by England. They resent in this enlightened age the denial of their liberty and the indignities and.
cruelties, which have been practised upon them. Ireland will only be peaceful when she is free; and the influence
of the Irish throughout the world, unless freedom be granted, will be an implacable and disturbing element. The
only permanent peace is a peace of justice. It can be proved out of the mouths of Englishmen that Ireland is a
victim of injustice: James Bryce has said of past relations that they saw Irish manufactures destroyed for the
sake of English manufacturers, Irish revenue jobbed away. England did nothing for Ireland and suffered her to
do nothing for herself. Goldwin Smith, an eminent English authority, said that during all Irish disturbances,
ordinary crimes were very small and that political crime, so-called, was the answer made by an otherwise
defenseless people against merciless coercion. He adds, In plain truth, the secret tribunals which administered
the Whiteboy code were to the people the organs of a wild law of social morality. Edmund Burke at the time of
the American Revolution, in defending the Colonies in the House of Commons, said, | pardon something to the
spirit of Liberty, and Lord Chatham said that if he were an American as he...
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