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Refocusing the Economic 7.4in. x 0.1in.The Current Population Survey (CPS), a national
Lens survey of 60, 000 households, is a major source of information
T o Staiialics about the American labor market. In January 1994, the CPS
Anne E. Po ephen M. Miller underwent a major redesign both in the wording of the

questionnaire and the methodology used to collect the data.
The objective of the redesign was to improve the quality and
expand the quantity of available data. However, the redesign

DOWNLOAD e also caused changes in the measurement of many of the

estimates derived from the CPS. To assess the effect of the

redesign a parallel survey was conducted in two phases.
During the first phase, data were collected using the revised
questionnaire and collection methodology. In the second phase
of the parallel survey, data were collected using the unrevised
questionnaire and procedures. Using monthly data from the
parallel survey and the CPS conducted during the same time
period, this paper estimates adjustment factors for various
aggregate measures derived from the CPS in order to permit
comparisons of estimates before and after the redesign. The
adjustment factors are estimated using a main effects linear
model and...
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