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Pruposes Whatever may be said in depreciation of the double dahlia in the matter of lack of refinement, there is
one thing certain, it is pre-eminently a show flower. It is, in comparison to the rose or carnation, what the
ruddy-faced country maiden is to the Venus de Milo; but its mechanical symmetry, so distasteful to the artistic
feeling, is in many a dahlia judge s estimation a point in its favour. Its large size, rich and varied colours,
together with its comparative adaptability to a smoky atmosphere, make it a great favourite amongst dahlia
showers in the North. It will not be long either before it again pushes itself into fashion. The advent of the cactus
variety has, however, considerably annulled the artistic strictures of the objectors to the double dahlia. For
some time aJer its introduction the cactus form was looked upon as an abortion, devoid of work, form, and
finish; but the wonderful improvements brought about by the florist have now worn down all prejudice, and it
stands to-day a flower of grace and beauty, either for decoration, or for tests of cultural skill on the show
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more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing...
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