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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The presence of hazardous materials or toxic chemicals at an incident
location or other emergency situation adds a new dimension of risk to those handling and treating casualties.
The fundamental diEerence between a hazardous materials incident and other emergencies is the potential for
acute risk from contamination to both patient and responder. In some cases, traditional practices must be
altered to avoid compounding a critical situation. Emergency medical services (EMS) must protect their
personnel on site and en route to the hospital, and other people within the hospital, while providing the best
care for the chemically contaminated patient. This guide is intended to help emergency medical services plan
for incidents that involve hazardous chemicals and improve their ability to respond to these incidents. To
ensure appropriate and timely patient care, as well as optimal response protection, emergency personnel must
understand decontamination procedures and personal protective equipment, neither of which are routinely
covered in the course of their professional training. They should also be aware of community resources that
could be called upon to assist with an emergency response. Current training curricula for emergency room
physicians and nurses and emergency medical technicians (EMTs) oFen do not adequately prepare these
professionals to manage the contaminated individual or to decontaminate patients exposed to toxic
substances. Accurate, specific, and concise guidance is needed to describe appropriate procedures to be
followed by emergency medical personnel to safely care for a patient(s), as well as to protect responders,
equipment, hospital personnel, and others from risk of secondary exposure. In response to this need, the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) contracted for the production of a three-volume
series entitled Managing Hazardous Materials...
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