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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****,0n the ninth day of May the Commission met but only to adjourn that
the prisoners might employ counsel. On the same day, two of its members, General Cyrus B. Comstock and
Colonel Horace Porter-names to be noted for what may have been a heroic refusal-were relieved from the duty
of sitting upon the Commission, and two other officers substituted in their stead. So that Tuesday, May 10th,
1865-twenty-six days after the assassination, a period much too short for the intense excitement and wild desire
for vengeance to subside-may properly be designated as the first session of the Court. On the early morning of
that day-before daylight-Jefferson Davis had been captured, and was immediately conducted, not to
Washington to stand trial for his alleged complicity in the assassination, but to Fort Monroe. On the next day
Clement C. Clay, also, surrendered himself to the United States authorities, and was sent, not to Washington to
meet the awful charge formulated against him, but to the same military fortress. The room in which the
Commission met was in the northeast corner of the third story of the Old Penitentiary; a building standing in
the U. S. Arsenal Grounds at the junction of the Potomac with the Eastern Branch, in a room on the ground
floor of which the body of Booth had been secretly buried. Its windows were guarded by iron gratings, and it
communicated with that part of the prison where the accused were now confined, by a door in the western
wall. The male prisoners had been removed some days before from the Monitors to the Penitentiary, where Mrs.
Surratt was already incarcerated, and each of them, including...
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