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and an Index Wykeham seems to have begun his great work of
providing free education for the sons of people who could not
afford to pay for it, as a means of supplying the exhausted ranks
of an educated clergy, very soon after he became Bishop of
Winchester. For in a commission dated January 3, 1368-9, for
facilitating the provision of holy water for the use of poor
scholars, quoted by Moberly from Wykeham s Register (lIl. 16),
Wykeham mentions his own scholars (nostri scolares), an

expression which cannot possibly refer to the boys of the ancient
cathedral school, which, if it still existed, which is doubtful,
belonged to the Priory of St. Swithun, and not to the See of
Winchester. And in a petition which he addressed to Pope Urban
VI for leave to found a college, he seems to have relied on the...
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