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limited availability of insurance for lead hazards and the reasons insurance companies exclude this coverage;
(2) contractors experiences in obtaining liability insurance for their lead abatement activities; and (3) state and
federal government eForts to increase the availability of liability insurance for lead-based paint hazards. GAO
found that: (1) property owners face large financial risks because of the increasing diFiculty in obtaining
liability insurance; (2) the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has developed guidelines for
lead hazard containment and reduction in all public housing and a list of cost-eFective methods to use in lieu
of total lead abatement; (3) owners cannot be sure that their costly lead abatement activities will reduce their
liability, since the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has not established acceptable abatement methods
and standards; (4) insurance companies are avoiding covering lead hazards because of the unpredictability of
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