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Excerpt: ... Thisis a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was
carefully scanned by as part of a project to make the worlds books discoverable online. See the back of the
book for detailed information. TO ALL GRACIOUS AND LOVESOME LADIES GIOVANNI FRANCESCO STRAPAROLA
GIVETH GREETING. There be many, dear ladies, whether moved by envy or ill will, for ever seeking to fix their
dreadful fangs in my flesh and to rend my poor limbs asunder, charging me that the pleasant tales | have writ
and gathered togetlier in this and mine other volume be none of mine, but goods which | have feloniously
filched from this man or from that. To tell truth, they be not mine; and if | said otherwise, | should lie. But | have
faithfully set them down according to the manner and fashion in the which they were told me by a company of
ten fair ladies gathered together for recreation. And that | do now let them see the light, is in no wise for the
gratifying of mine own pride or to bring me honour and renown, but solely for to please you all, and in especial
them that have a rigid to command me, and to whom | do owe perpetual service and obligation. Take then,
sweet ladies, with kindly faces the humble gift your servant doth proffer, and never heed these snarling whelps,
which in their currish rage...
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