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How did life begin? What was 'snowball earth'? Why did the dinosaurs become extinct? Are we all descended
from 'African Eve'? Will humans be responsible for the next major extinction? These and many other
fundamental questions are addressed in this masterly account of The Story of Life, by eminent biologist and
teacher Richard Southwood. The story unfolds with the formation of the earth around four thousand million
years ago. Life first emerged a hundred million years later, and it took another fiDeen million years for more
complex life-forms to appear. Periods of relative calm were punctuated by five major extinctions, with
innumerable minor jolts along the way. Then, five million years ago, an able ape evolved that gradually came
to dominate and control the other animals and plants. The future now lies in the hands of this single species,
Homo sapiens. In this carefully craDed story, Southwood's love of his subject, and for the life he describes,
shines through, to engage and inform scientist and general reader alike.
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