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HEAD AND HAND IN ANCIENT GREECE - FOUR STUDIES IN THE
SOCIAL RELATIONS OF THOUGHT

Farrington Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 136 pages. Dimensions: 8.6in. x 5.6in. x
0.7in.HEAD AND HAND IN ANCIENT GREECE- FOUR STUDIES IN THE SOCIAL RELATIONS OF THOUGHT by
BENJAMIN FARRINGTON The Thinkers Library No. 121. PREFACE: HERE are four essays which treat four great
move ments of ancient thought historically that is, in close relation to their social setting. If there be anything
true in them they should help us to see beneath the surface of the social phenomena of our own day. The first
discusses the character of the great early period of Greek science and shows that, while it was not yet
experimental, neither was it purely specu lative. It was, in fact, closely related to practice. The Ionian
philosophers were not simply observers of nature but active interferers with nature, for the philosopher and the
man of action were yet one. They made a distinction between necessity and design that is, between the
spontaneous processes of nature and the action of man on nature. They attempted to understand the
spontaneous processes of nature the realm of necessity in the light of the controlled processes the realm of
design. Thus, though experimental research had not yet been developed, speculation was controlled by being
related to experience. The second essay traces the eDect on the art and science of medicine of social changes
aDecting the attitude to manual work and the manual worker. It claims that the Hippocratic doctors, rightly
famous for their analysis of the patient as a living organism striving to maintain itself in balance with its
environ ment, yet overlooked the chief factor in a human beings environment his job. It is through his job that
society chiefly acts on the individual. If the individual is failing to react adequately to his environ ment, very...
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